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        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Marc Baert, the former Secretary General of Leaseurope becomes a Principal of The Alta Group  
London – 10th November 2006 – The Alta Group is pleased to announce that Marc Baert has become a Principal and Director of the Group. Marc, who officially retires from his present role as Secretary General of Leaseurope in 2007, joined The Alta Group as an Associate in late 2004 in anticipation of his retirement. As he is no longer involved in the day to day activities of Leaseurope, Marc’s work within The Alta Group can now be expanded, and he will be more actively involved in current and future projects.
[image: image3.jpg]



During a distinguished 21 years as the Secretary General of both Leaseurope and Eurofinas in Brussels, he played a significant part in assisting the development of fledgling asset finance markets within the Central and Eastern European countries. With many of these countries having no history or experience of providing asset finance, Leaseurope, and Marc in particular, was instrumental in providing guidelines, frameworks and advice to help them formulate their laws and practices in this arena, thus helping to establish what are now burgeoning industries.

Marc will continue to focus on these Central and Eastern European emerging markets from within the ranks of Alta, as part of a broader brief to support their continuing European expansion. 

A lawyer by training, Marc first entered the world of finance in 1972, rising to become the Director of Sales and Marketing at International Factors in Brussels. During that time he also took an MBA at the University of Ghent. Since 1985 he has served as the Secretary General of Leaseurope and Eurofinas. These organisations are the central trade bodies of both leasing and consumer credit in Europe and are made up of the National Associations. Their main purpose is to represent the views of the two industries in the European Community and within the European Commission.

In reference to a quote made a few years ago about the role of Secretary General, Marc commented of his new appointment: “Having been a barrel maker for more than 20 years, I can now start to be a brewer.”      
Derek Soper, the Chairman of The Alta Group in Europe added: “It is very rare in business to find individuals with the perfect fit for the task in hand. Marc is one of those individuals. His knowledge of the European leasing players and particularly those of the CEE Countries is second to none. It is very apparent, when in a room full of European lessors at a conference or a social gathering, that he is known and respected by all attending. Add to that his diplomatic skills and we have an excellent addition to the Alta team in Europe. We are very proud to have him on board.”
ABOUT THE ALTA GROUP
The Alta Group, established in 1992, provides a broad array of strategic consulting and advisory services, education and training programmes, merger and acquisition and dispute resolution services for companies in the global equipment leasing and asset finance industries. Its clients include manufacturers, banks, independent lessors of various sizes and others in the industry. The Alta team is made up of more than 35 international professionals committed to the asset finance business, including former CEOs, company founders and industry thought leaders who are active in their areas of expertise. They collaborate and share their in-depth knowledge and insights with today's business leaders who face a range of challenges, both old and new. The firm has built a reputation on creative thinking, trust and professionalism. The Alta Group supports clients in North America, Latin America, Western, Central and Eastern Europe, Asia, the Middle East and Australia. For more information, visit www.thealtagroup.eu.com
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MEDIA CONTACTS

Michael Porter, Curtis Lowe Limited

+44 (0) 1444 41550

m.porter@curtislowe.co.uk

Alan Leesmith, The Alta Group

+44 (0)1444 417688

aleesmith@thealtagroup.com
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